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The Best Cities for 
Booklovers. 

BY LYNN RUSSO WHYLLY

“There is no such thing as a bad 
town for a booklover. Some 
communities may be better 
than others, but if reading 

is your passion, you will find 
something to suit your taste 

wherever you live.” 

- Brian Carberry, Managing Editor, 
ApartmentGuide.com
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We live in an era where people are glued 
to their mobile devices. However, books 
seem to be one type of media that whole 
communities are willing to put down 
their phones for. Why are books so vital 
today despite a cultural shift to digital 
media? ApartmentGuide.com sought the 
answer. After looking at every city and 
town across the United States with their 
more than 35,000 retailers and libraries, 
ApartmentGuide narrowed the list down 
to the 10 best cities for booklovers. 
We spoke with managing editor Brian 
Carberry to unpack what makes these 
cities the best. 

“We published this article with National 
Book Reading month in mind, which 
took place in March,” Carberry explains. 
“We wanted to do it because there are 
still many people across the country who 
love to read. Whether they’re on a Kindle 
or holding a hard-bound book, people 
still enjoy getting lost in a fantasy world 
or learning something they didn’t know 
before.”

Common Factors
Each of the top 10 cities contains 

a population center—a geographic 
centerpoint of the area’s population. 
They have hubs—locations where people 
naturally gravitate, such as a university 
campus, a thriving downtown district, a 
beautiful park, or a sunny beach. They 
are all college towns—some with larger 
institutions than others. Some of those 
institutions, such as Harvard, are well 
known for their libraries. 

Why are some locations more ideal 
for book enthusiasts? “I think it’s a 
combination of both the statistics and the 
inherent culture,” Carberry says. “On a 
per capita (per every 100,000 residents) 
basis, a large city like New York isn’t 
going to show up in the top-10 ranking 
even though it probably has the most 
bookstores.” Instead, the ranking, he says, 
is more about the ratio. “If you look at 
some of these smaller cities, they’ve got 
a good ratio of book establishments to 
number of people.”

There also is a unique type of culture 
around colleges and universities, 
Carberry says, but it’s not just because 
of the students. “There’s an emphasis on 
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education and learning in some of these 
cultures and subcultures that you might 
not find everywhere, and it’s everywhere 
within these cities. So I think that helps 
boost their ranking, especially with their 
library counts. An engineering or medical 
school, for instance, will have it’s own 
library dedicated to that type of literature. 
So that will add to the count as well, and 
will provide opportunities for people who 
want to learn about these specific fields.” 

Some of the larger cities on the top 10 list 
have major universities, so their positions 
were not unexpected. Cambridge, right 
outside of Boston, is home to both 
Harvard and Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and it’s exactly what you 
would expect it to be, Carberry says—a 
stereotypical ivy league atmosphere. “It’s 
a very prestigious community with a 
population that is well educated.” 

However, there were some surprises. 
“Take Pensacola, Florida for instance. It’s 
on the gulf coast, so it’s a tourist town, 
but it’s also a military installation, and 
it gravitates toward a younger, family-
oriented population,” Carberry notes. “It’s 

not the first place I would have thought of 
for booklovers, but they do have a quaint 
downtown area along the coast with 
older mom-and-pop shops that can bring 
people together. Then, there’s the beach. 
The third most popular thing to do on 
a beach after swimming and sleeping is 
reading.” 

Marietta, Georgia also has a culture that 
brings people together. “It has a great 
historical downtown area with mom-
and-pop shops and antique stores. It has 
small universities, and the city itself is 
very residential, with lots of schools and 
libraries for families,” says Carberry.

While certain communities such those 
in the top 10 may be more ideal for 
booklovers, “there is no such thing as 
a bad town for a booklover,” Carberry 
says. “Whether you’re in a small town or 
a big city, and whether there are major 
universities or small colleges nearby, there 
is always going to be an audience for 
booklovers. Some communities may be 
better than others, but if reading is your 
passion, you will find something to suit 
your taste wherever you live.” 
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E S T A B L I S H M E N T S 

P E R  1 0 0 K  P E O P L E

P O P U L A T I O N M A J O R 

1 Cambridge, MA 51 118,977 Harvard, MT

2 Berkely, Ca 49 121,643 UC-Berkeley

3 Pensacola, FL 44 52,713
U of West FL, 

Pensacola 
State College

4 Ann Arbor, MI 43 121,890 U of Michigan

5 Chapel Hill, NC 43 60,988
U of NC, 
Duke, NC 

State 

6 Santa Fe, NM 40 84,612
St. John's 
College, U 
of NM-Los 

Alamos

7 Marietta, GA 38 60,806

Southern 
Polytechnic 

State U, 
Kennesaw 

State U

8 Saint Louis, MO 36 302,838
U of MO, St. 

Loius, St. 
Louis U

9 Cincinnati, OH 34 302,605
U of 

Cincinnati, 
Xavier U

10 Birmingham,AL 33 209,880 U of AL, 
Auburn 

To read the ApartmentGuide article, go to: https://www.apartmentguide.com/blog/best-cities-for-
booklovers/    
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